
Is God’s Spirit in Control of Our 
Lives?  

Romans 8:12-17 (v.14) 



Jesus said,  to become  
His disciple one must:  

“…deny himself, and take up his cross daily and 
follow Him.” (Luke 9:23)   

Again He said, “If you continue in My Word, 
then you are my disciples indeed.” (John 8:31) 



 I. What Is the Test of a Born-Again 
Believer 

  

A. One is ‘not’ marked as a believer by a mere 
profession of faith; 

 But rather by being indwelt                              
and led by God’s Spirit. 



Romans 8:11, 14 

V.11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, He who raised 
Christ from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in 
you…  

V.14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
these are sons of God. 



Ephesians 1:13 
 

In Him you also trusted, after you heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in 
whom also, having believed, you were sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promise;  

Chapter 4:30, And do not grieve the Holy Spirit 
of God, by whom you were sealed for the day 
of redemption.  



 I. What Is the Test of a 
Born-Again Believer 

B. Romans 7:17, But now, it is no longer I who 
do it, but sin that dwells in me. 

    Romans 8:9, But you are not in the flesh but 
in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have 
the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.  

C. Paul desired to serve the indwelling Spirit 
instead of the sinful flesh which struggled 
against this.  



Romans 7:22 & 23  

22For I delight in the law of God according to 
the inward man.  

23But I see another law in my members, 
warring against the law of my mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin 
which is in my members.   



Romans 7: 19-20 

19For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but 
the evil I will not to do, that I practice.  

20Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no 
longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me.   

 

 



D. If he had been led by his old 
nature, one could question whether 

he were truly saved  

Romans 8:11, “But if the Spirit of Him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He 
who raised Christ from the dead will also 
give life to your mortal bodies through His 
Spirit who dwells in you. 



1 John 3:4-6 

4Whoever commits sin also commits 
lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.  

5And you know that He was manifested to take 
away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 

6Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever 
sins has neither seen Him nor known Him.  



II. The Born-Again Believer Has a 
Responsibility to Follow the Spirit  

A. The Lord does not produce in us a static, 
dormant apathy when the Spirit enters.   

B. “Therefore, brethren, we are debtors - not to 
the flesh, to live according to the flesh.” 
(Rom. 8:12)  



1 John 2:15-16 

1. Is it something that pleases my eyes so that I desire it 
to make me feel good or complete?                            
(The lust of the eyes) 

2. Is it something that pleases my flesh and makes me 
more fulfilled or thrilled? (The Lust of the flesh) 

3. Is it something that lifts me up, makes me feel 
important so that others notice me?                                  
(The Pride of Life) 

4. Or simply ask yourself:  

a. Will this bring glory to God?     

b. Will it be something that pleases God?   

c. Will it help me become more godly? 



III. There Are Inevitable 
Consequences of Our Lifestyles 

A. Paul declares in Romans 8:13, 14 that our 
way of life clearly demonstrates whether we 
have been born again.  

 



Romans 8: 13-14 

13For if you live according to the flesh you will 
die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body, you will live. 14For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, these 
are sons of God.       

 B. “If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die.”      
(Rom 8:13) 



Galatians 5:19-21 

19Now the works of the flesh are evident, which 
are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lewdness,  

20idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, 
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, 
dissensions, heresies,  

21envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the 
like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also 
told you in time past, that those who practice 
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 



C. Those who follow the Spirit  

Romans 8:28-29 28And we know that all things 
work together for good to those who love God, 
to those who are the called according to His 
purpose.  
29For whom He foreknew, He also predestined 
to be conformed to the image of His Son, that 
He might be the firstborn among many 
brethren.  



John 1:12  

But as many as received Him, to them He gave 
the right to become children of God, to those 
who believe in His name.  



Ephesians 2:8-10 

8For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 
of God, 

9not of works, lest anyone should boast.  
10For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them.  



 
 

 


